( ^^74 ) 



L Part of a Letter from Dr. Charles Leigh of 
Lancalhire to the Pubii[J:er^ giving an account 
of Jl range Epileptkk Fits. 

June 16. 1702. 

WE have this Year had an epidemical Fever^, attended 
with very furprizing SymptomSj in the beginning the 
Patient was frequently attacked with the CoUca VentrkuU ; 
Convulfions in various parts, fometimes violent Vomitings 
and a Dyfentery ; the Jaundice, and in many of them a fup- 
pre/fion of Urine ; and what. Urine was made, was highly fa- 
turated witli Choler : About the ftate of the Diltemper, 
large Purple Spots appeared, and on each fide of em two 
large Blifters, which continued 3 or 4 days ^ thefe Blifters 
tvere fo placed about the Spots, that they might in fome 
meafure be term'd Satellites or Tenders,- of thefe, there 
were in many four different eruptions j but the moft remar- 
kable inftance I faw in this Fever, was in a poor Boy of 
Lym?n in QjeJIoire^ one John P ownel^ Bbont 13 years of Age, 
who was afflided wkh the following Symptoms , upon the 
Crifis or turn of the Fever, he w^s feized with an Afhonia^ and 
was fpeechlefs 6 weeks, with the following Convulfions ; 
the Diftemper infcfted the Nerves of both Arms and Legs^ 
^vhich produced the Chorea Sandi Viti^ or St Vitm's Dance ; 
the Legs fometimes were both fo contra<5led, that no pcr- 
fon could reduce them to their natural pofition,- bcfidcs 
thefe, he had niofl: terrible Symptoms, which begim in the 
following manner , he cou'd perceive the Fits to come on 
about the Os-SacYUvt or extremity of the Back-bone, and 
the Region of the Navel, and then the diforder, as he 
imagined, united aboiit the top of his Head,- he im- 
mediately afterwards fell into violent Convulfions m 
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the Abdomen or loweft Cavity^ with that violence, that 
fometimes two or three perfons were forced to lye upon 
htm to keep him in Bed, his Body being frequently 
lais'd from it ; after thiSj the Nerves of the Lungs were 
immediately affecfted, and then he barked in all the ufual 
notes of a Dog, fometimes Snarling, Barking, and at the 
laft howling like an Hound , after this, the Nerves of the 
Mandibles were convulsed, and then the Jaws clafh'd toge- 
ther with that violence, that fcveral of his Teeth were 
beaten out, and then at feveral times there came a great 
foam from his Mouthy afterwards he had an extream wild 
look, fnatching at any thing near him, and would have tore 
off his Flefh, had he not been prevented by the perfons 
about him ; this made me conjedure he might formerly 
have been bit by a mad Dog, which had introduced the Hy- 
drophobia 5 but I was convinced to the contrary, for I put a 
Bafon of Water by him, and he was not in the leaft afraid 
of it, nor attempted to lap it. I faw him in three of thefe 
Fits, but at other times in thefe Convulfions, he roared like 
a Bull, made a noife like a Hog, and fometimes like that 
of a Goffling ; all which different founds, (I take it) pro- 
ceed from the different contractions of the Lungs, varioufly 
forcing out the Air, and confequently as they were diffe- 
rently convulsed, form various founds ; thefe Symptoms were 
fo amazing, that feveral perfons about him believM he was 
poifefs'd : I told them there was no ground for fuch Suppo- 
fitions, but that the Diftemper was natural, and a Species of 
an Epilepfy, and by the effecfts I convinced 'em of the truth of 
it; for in a week's time I recovered the Boy his Speech, his 
Senfes returned, his Convulfions vanilh'd, and the Boy is now 
very cheerful : there have been other perfons in this Coun- 
try much after the fame manner : From this Cafe it is evi- 
dent, that thefe Diftempers are natural, fince it cannot be 
imagined, that a Diabolical Spirit fhould be ejeded 
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by a regular courfe in Phyfic, it makes It appear to be an 
impious Cheat, to amufe the Populace with thofe Artifices ; 
d if a man be not Bigotted, this inftance may fufficiently 
nvince him, how vain it js to pretend to thofe needlefs 
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convince 

Miracles. 



We whofe names are Subfcribed, do know this cafe rela^ 
ting to John Pownel to be true. 

William I)omn)ile^ Efq; John Vownell the Patient. 

Sufanna Dojnvile his Wife. Alice Pownell his Mother, 
f ranch Tpth Houfekeeper. 
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